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Year 4 – Developing our Reading Skills 
The following activities will help you develop your VIPERS skills. Pick an 
activity, choose a suitable text for it and then record it in your book. 
   
Character Activities 
 

CA 
1 

Choose a character from the book 
and compare them to an animal. 

 CA 
9 

Give advice to a character through 
a problem page letter and response. 

CA 
2 

Choose a character from a     well-
known story who would make a 
good friend for a character in your 
book.  Explain your choice. 

 CA 
10 

If a character in the story could 
make three wishes, what do you 
think they would be?  

CA 
3 

Rewrite a paragraph from the point 
of view of a different character. 

 CA 
11 lunchbox and why?  

CA 
4 

Read the adverts of houses for sale 
in your local newspaper. Choose 
one that would appeal to your 
character. Explain why. 

 CA 
12 

Find an advert in a newspaper or 
magazine that would appeal to a 
character in your book. Explain 
why.  

CA 
5 names from the book as answers. 

 CA 
13 

Choose a hobby or a club that you 
think your character would like to 
join.  Explain why.  

CA 
6 

Write an acrostic poem about a 
character. 

 CA 
14 

Compare two characters in the 
story.  How are they similar? 

CA 
7 

Choose a point in the story where a 
character makes a wrong choice. 
Persuade them to make the right 
choice.  

 CA 
15 

Use similes to describe your 

in the story. 

CA 
8 

Rewrite a conversation between two 
characters, using speech bubbles. 

 CA 
16 

If your character were to go on 
holiday, where would they go and 
what would they do?  
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Setting Activities 
 

SA 
1 

Describe where the story took place.  
Explain why you would / would not 
like to holiday there.  

 SA 
3 

Write a kenning poem about the 
setting of the book or a character. 

SA 
2 

Draw a map of the setting from the 
description in the book.  

   
 

 

Sentence Level Activities 
 

S 
1 

Find and copy some similes from 
the story. Can you add some more 
of your own?  

 S 
6 

Choose a piece of description in the 
book which you could improve. 
 

S 
2 

Choose a paragraph to re-write 
and alter the adjectives to change 
the mood / feelings. 

 S 
7 

Re-write a simple sentence. Improve 
it by adding in clauses, openers, 
adjectives etc. 

S 
3 

Copy a sentence; re-write it 
changing the order of the clauses. 

 S 
8 

List some sentences which are 
punctuated with exclamation marks.  

S 
4 

Re-write sentences in your story 
using alliteration. 

 S 
9 

List some sentences which are 
punctuated with question marks. 

S 
5 

Write a sentence to summarize each 
chapter.  

   

 
 

General Activities  
 

G 
1 

Make up a poem/rap or song about 
your reading book. 

 G 
3 

Research the author. What other 
books have they written? Will you 
read any of them? 

G 
2 

Research the illustrator. What other 
books have they illustrated? 

 G 
4 

Imagine that you are a book critic.  
Create a short review of the book. 

This is a story full of 
surprises and jokes; comparisons 
with Dahl are, this time, 
justified The Sunday Times.  
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Word Level Activities 
 

W 
1 

Use a dictionary to look up 6 

meaning of.  

 W 
11 

Choose a word and look it up in 
the thesaurus and write down 5 
synonyms.  

W 
2 

Pick a page and write it in the 
future tense. 

 W 
12 

Pick a page and list all of the 
adverbs.  Put them in alphabetical 
order. 

W 
3 

Re-write a paragraph and 
underline all of the adjectives.  

 W 
13 

Re-write a paragraph and 
underline all of the nouns.  

W 
4 

Pick a page and list all of the 
words with suffixes. Highlight the 
suffixes.  

 W 
14 

Pick a page and list all of the 
words with prefixes. Highlight the 
prefixes. 

W 
5 

Create a glossary of technical 
words that relate to the topic of 
the book.  

 W 
15 

Pick a page and list 3 verbs in the 
past tense.  Write the present tense 
word that matches it.  

W 
6 

Read a page and list words which 
are used to create atmosphere. 

 W 
16 

List some time adverbials used in 
your book.  

W 
7 

Choose a page and list all of the 
words you can find which end 
with the sound - -
- -  

 W 
17 

Find examples of sentences which 
use the possessive apostrophe.  

W 
8 

Pick 10 WOW words from the book. 
 

 W 
18 

Pick a page and list all of the 
singular nouns.  Write the plural 
by the side of each.  

W 
9 

 Pick a page with prefixes.  Can 
you list the root words? 
anti against. 
e.g. antibiotics, antiseptic, anti-
clockwise. 

 W 
19 

Pick a page and list all of the 
words you can find which end 

-
the root words?  

W10  Re-write a paragraph and 
underline all of the verbs. 
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Text Level Activities 
 

T 
1 

Devise a new title for your book. 
Explain your thinking.  

 T 
8 

Write down 5 true facts and 5 
false facts about your book. 

T 
2 

Create a cartoon strip showing part 
of the story. 

 T 
9 

Write about an important event in 
the story. 

T 
3 

Write an alternative ending for the 
story.  

 T 
10 

Create a timeline of events in the 
story.  

T 
4 

Write a newspaper headline for an 
event in the story. 

 T 
11 

Write a letter to the author telling 
them why you did / did not like the 
book.  

T 
5 ask the author. 

 T 
12 

Make a list of facts you have 
learned from your book.  

T 
6 

Draw and label a diagram using 
factual information from your book.  

 T 
13 

Compare the book to another that 
you have read.  How were they 
similar / different?  

T 
7 

Write a book review.   T 
14 

Write some quiz questions based on 
the book for future readers. 

 
 

 


