
Homework Choice Grid
Year 2 English

Weeks Beginning 18th May & 1st June       

     

Useful Websites
Educa�on City – Login details are in planners

Spelling Shed – Login details are in planners

BBC Bitesize – website with videos, games and ac�vi�es 

Oxford Owl – free e-library for 3-11 year olds, games and ac�vi�es

Twinkl – free resources using the code PARENTTWINKLHELPS

BBC iPlayer – Cbeebies bed�me stories

Reading Writing
Read for at least 10 minutes every day. You could find an appropriate 

magazine, newspaper, website, game instruc�ons or a favourite book from 
home.  Remember you could read to a sibling or have family reading �me.  

Choose some of the ac�vi�es to complete about your book:

Complete the two reading comprehension tasks ‘How to Catch a star’ and 

Morning Surprise
h�ps://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/por�olio_page/morning-surprise/
This picture can also be found below this grid.
Ques�on sentences usually start with words such as ‘who’, ‘where’, ‘what’, 
‘when’, ‘why’ and ‘how’ and always end with a ques�on mark.

Imagine that you have walked into your kitchen one morning and have found 
an octopus in your sink!

Write five ques�ons that you could ask him/her.
 

Just Visi�ng
h�ps://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/por�olio_page/just-visi�ng/
This picture can also be found below this grid.

Imagine that in this �me of ‘lockdown’, just like the old lady in the picture, 
you could travel anywhere in the world in your house.

Write a blurb●
Compare two characters from the story.  How are they the same?  
How are the different? 

●

Make a fact file of all the things that you have learnt from your book.●
Can you find 5 adjec�ves in your book?●
Can you find an adverb?●
Find a word that you don’t know the meaning of.  Can you use a 
dic�onary or go online (with the permission and supervision of a 
grown up) to find out the meaning?

●

Create a poster to convince people to buy this book/ magazine/ 
newspaper or fact file. Remember to use persuasive language and 
make the poster bright and catchy.   

●

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/morning-surprise/
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/just-visiting/


‘Castles’.  If you don’t have a printer, you can answer the ques�ons straight 
into your workbook.  You can work with an adult to answer the ques�ons.  If 
you are finding an answer tricky, they may help you with your reading or 
show you what sec�on or paragraph to look at to find the answer.
‘How to Catch a Star’ and ‘Castles’ can be found on a separate document.

Where would you go?
Who would you visit?

Write about three places or people that you would visit explaining you 
choices.

Spellings SPAG
Choose 10 words from the KS1 common excep�on words to try to learn this 
week. Prac�se the same 10 words every day for the week.  You may want to 
be tested on Friday to see how well you’ve learnt them. If you get some 
wrong, add them to next week’s list and have another go.
(Note: The KS1 Common Excep�on words can be found in your school 
planner.)

Suffixes
Play the Educa�on City game ‘Apples and Pears’.  This game will help you to 

match the suffixes -ment, -ful, -less, - ness, –ly to root words.  Then complete 
the wri�en ac�vity which can be found below this grid.  If you don’t have a 

printer at home, you could copy the table straight into your workbook.



Morning Surprise

     

Just Visi�ng
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DIFFICULTY: 

Castles are large, stone buildings that were built by rich lords to defend

different parts of the country. Read on to find out more about these exciting

places, meet the people who lived there and discover how they were

protected.

Key Features

Castles were built to provide safety from attack and to display the lord’s rank

and wealth. Castles were often built on hilltops or surrounded by water to

make them easier to defend. They also have a drawbridge and a portcullis that

could be closed from the inside to keep out enemies. In the centre of the

castle, a tall, strong tower, known as the keep, provided a home for the lord

and their family.

The people who lived there

Many different people lived in the castle and each person had a job to do. 

The wealthy lord was in charge and would spend large amounts of time 

entertaining guests. The lord would have many servants to do things for them.

The most important servant was the cook – she would spend all her time in the

large, smoky, castle kitchens. Every day the cook would need to prepare food

for everyone who lived in the castle, she would need to grow vegetables in the

castle kitchen and would sleep on the cold, stone floor. The castle toilets were

cleaned by poor people known as gong farmers.

The castle was defended by a many soldiers. These men would walk around

the castle day and night and, if the castle was attacked, they would be ready to

fight. Every day, the soldiers would need to look after the horses, muck out the

stables and practise their sword fighting skills. Some soldiers trained really

hard to become a knight because they would be given special recognition.
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5. Why did some soldiers train really hard?

4. Match each person to the job they did in the castle.

Lord 

Cook 

Gong 

Soldiers 

Cleaned the toilets

Entertained the guests

Farmer Protected the castle

Prepared the feast

1.

2.

3.

3. Look at the paragraph titled “Key Features’

    List three features of a castle that helped keep it defended.

Questions

1. Who built the castles?

2. What were castles made out of?
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Questions

6. List three jobs that the soldiers needed to complete every day.

8. Look at the paragraph beginning ’Many different people…’.

    Find and copy one word that means the same as rich.

7. In which part of the castle did the lord or noble live?
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5. Why did some soldiers train really hard?

4. Match each person to the job they did in the castle.

Lord 

Cook 

Gong 

Soldiers 

Cleaned the toilets

Entertained the guests

Farmer Protected the castle

Prepared the feast

1.

2.

3.

3. Look at the paragraph titled “Key Features’

    List three features of a castle that helped keep it defended.

1. Who built the castles?

2. What were castles made out of?

Answers

Rich lords

Stone

Accept any three from: built on hill tops/surrounded by water/drawbridge/portcullis

Because they wanted the special recognition and privileges that came with being

a knight.
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6. List three jobs that the soldiers needed to complete every day.

8. Look at the paragraph beginning ’Many different people…’.

    Find and copy one word that means the same as rich.

7. In which part of the castle did the lord or noble live?

Accept any from: patrol the castle/look after the horses/muck out the

stables/practice their sword fighting skills.

In the keep

wealthy

Answers



�  One strong bucket

�  Two delicious sandwiches

�  A fishing net

�  Warm clothes

�  A backpack

What will you need?

1.  Firstly, pack your sandwiches, fishing net and bucket in your backpack.

2.  After that, put on your warm clothes if it is a chilly night.

3.  Next, quickly head to the long pier where you can search for your star.

4.  You might want to eat your sandwiches now as searching for stars can 
be tiring work. 

5.  Scan the sea thoroughly for a pretty star.  When you find one floating 
on the water, see if you can grab it with your net.

6.  If you can’t reach it, move to the sandy beach and patiently wait for it 
to wash ashore. 

7.  Once you have your star, gently place it in your strong bucket so it 
doesn’t break.

8.  Finally, walk home with your very own beautiful star.

You can only successfully catch a star at night time.

 

Also, seagulls aren’t very kind so don’t ask them for any help.  

grammarsaurus.co.uk

Instructions

How do you do it?

A piece of advice! 

DIFFICULTY : MEDIUM
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Questions
DIFFICULTY : MEDIUM

1.  Find and copy two words from the text that describes the star.

1.     

2.     

2.  Match the adjective to the noun in the text.

bucket delicious

strongclothes

warmsandwiches

sandybeach

3.  Tick one piece of advice the reader is given in the final paragraph.

Seagulls are kind.

You shouldn’t ask seagulls for help.

You can catch a star any time.

You should pack extra clothes.

4.  Complete the table:

You need to go to the sandy beach first.

Searching for stars is tiring.

You need to put your star in the bucket so nobody else sees it.

Catching a star can take some time.

True False

DIFFICULTY : MEDIUM
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Questions

5.  What do you think ‘delicious’ means?

6.  “You can only successfully catch a star at night time.” 

     Explain why.

7.  Write one feature of the text that you usually find in instructions.

9.  What should you use to try and get your star from the water?

8.  When should you eat your sandwiches?

DIFFICULTY : MEDIUMDIFFICULTY : MEDIUM
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DIFFICULTY : MEDIUM

1.  Find and copy two words from the text that describes the star.

2.  Match the adjective to the noun in the text.

bucket delicious

strongclothes

warmsandwiches

sandybeach

3.  Tick one piece of advice the reader is given in the final paragraph.

Seagulls are kind.

You shouldn’t ask seagulls for help.

You can catch a star any time.

You should pack extra clothes.

4.  Complete the table:

You need to go to the sandy beach first.

Searching for stars is tiring.

You need to put your star in the bucket so nobody else sees it.

Catching a star can take some time.

True False

DIFFICULTY : MEDIUM

Answers

pretty

beautiful
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5.  What do you think ‘delicious’ means?

6.  “You can only successfully catch a star at night time.” 

     Explain why.

7.  Write one feature of the text that you usually find in instructions.

9.  What should you use to try and get your star from the water?

8.  When should you eat your sandwiches?

DIFFICULTY : MEDIUMDIFFICULTY : MEDIUM

Answers

Describes something that tastes very nice (or similar)

Because you can only see stars in the night time (or a similar answer).

Accept any from: A list, bullet points, commands, numbered sentences, use of adverbs, or 

any other feature of instructions.

After you have started your search on the pier.

Fishing net


