
The Rosetta Stone Quick Questions
Whilst digging to expand their fort in 1799, a group of 
French soldiers made one of the most important historical 

discoveries of all time – the Rosetta Stone. Named after the 

town it was discovered in, the Rosetta Stone was created 
over two thousand years ago and on it was the clue to 
finally decoding ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

Hieroglyphics was a complicated way of writing in ancient 
Egyptian times which used thousands of symbols. Some 
of the symbols represented sounds, like our letters, whilst 
others stood for whole words. Written on the Rosetta 

Stone was one passage of text but it was in three different 
languages: hieroglyphics, demotic (old Egyptian) and Greek.  
It finally unlocked the secret of how to read hieroglyphics 
because scholars knew what was being said in a language 
we still speak today.  

1. Which word from the text means to ‘make 
bigger’? 

 

2. Why is it called the Rosetta Stone? 

  

  

3. How do you think scholars felt when the Rosetta 
Stone was discovered? Give a reason for your 
answer. 

  

  

  

4. How do hieroglyphics compare to the alphabet 
we use today? 
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The Rosetta Stone Answers
Whilst digging to expand their fort in 1799, a group of 
French soldiers made one of the most important historical 

discoveries of all time – the Rosetta Stone. Named after the 

town it was discovered in, the Rosetta Stone was created 
over two thousand years ago and on it was the clue to 
finally decoding ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

Hieroglyphics was a complicated way of writing in ancient 
Egyptian times which used thousands of symbols. Some 
of the symbols represented sounds, like our letters, whilst 
others stood for whole words. Written on the Rosetta 

Stone was one passage of text but it was in three different 
languages: hieroglyphics, demotic (old Egyptian) and Greek.  
It finally unlocked the secret of how to read hieroglyphics 
because scholars knew what was being said in a language 
we still speak today.  

1. Which word from the text means to ‘make 
bigger’? 

expand

2. Why is it called the Rosetta Stone? 

Accept answers which state that it was 

named after the town it was discovered in.

3. How do you think scholars felt when the Rosetta 
Stone was discovered? Give a reason for your 
answer. 

Accept any appropriate answer (e.g. relieved, 

delighted, grateful) provided that it is 

supported by a relevant reason. 

4. How do hieroglyphics compare to the alphabet 
we use today? 

Accept answers which discuss any 

relevant similarities or differences, e.g. 
‘our letters are also like pictures which 
mean a sound’ or ‘we do not use picture 

of people or things but they did.’
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Hasim’s First Hajj Quick Questions
This weekend, I will begin one of the most special and 

sacred journeys of my life. I have waited many years 

to be able to do this and I have saved all of my money 

towards my first Hajj pilgrimage. I have packed my clean 

white clothes, called Ihram, and I cannot wait to see all 

of the holy places on my Hajj journey.

Hajj is one of the five most important parts of my religion: 

Islam. At least once in a lifetime, any Muslim who is 

healthy and can afford it must travel to Mecca to stand 

together with other Muslims to praise Allah. Mecca is 

special to us because it is the 

place where our prophet, 

Muhammad (peace be upon 

him), was born. 

1. Which two words does Hasim use to describe his 

Hajj journey? 

          

2. Who was born in Mecca? 

  

  

3. Why might someone not be able to do Hajj once 

in their lifetime? 

  

  

  

4. Sum up this text in 20 words or less. 
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Hasim’s First Hajj Answers
This weekend, I will begin one of the most special and 

sacred journeys of my life. I have waited many years 

to be able to do this and I have saved all of my money 

towards my first Hajj pilgrimage. I have packed my clean 

white clothes, called Ihram, and I cannot wait to see all 

of the holy places on my Hajj journey.

Hajj is one of the five most important parts of my religion: 

Islam. At least once in a lifetime, any Muslim who is 

healthy and can afford it must travel to Mecca to stand 

together with other Muslims to praise Allah. Mecca is 

special to us because it is the 

place where our prophet, 

Muhammad (peace be upon 

him), was born. 
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1. Which two words does Hasim use to describe his 

Hajj journey? 

Accept: special and sacred. 

2. Who was born in Mecca? 

Accept ‘The Prophet Muhammad’  

or ‘Muhammad’. 

3. Why might someone not be able to do Hajj once 

in their lifetime? 

Accept answers which discuss someone having 

poor health, a long-lasting health condition or 

never being able to afford to go. 

4. Sum up this text in 20 words or less. 

Accept any reasonable summary of the 

text within the word limit, such as: ‘For the 

first time in his life, Hasim is going on a 
Hajj pilgrimage because he is a Muslim’.
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Live like an Emperor! Quick Questions
Do you have time to spare, require healing or need a 

place to socialise with friends? Then bathe in the natural 

thermal waters of the extravagant Roman baths. With 

exclusive features, such as our new hypocaust system – 

underfloor heating using the latest in hot-air technology 

– and a new range of perfumed oils for use in the 

caldarium, you can bathe and relax in style at one of 

Britain’s finest natural hot springs. Why not bathe in the 

warm waters of the tepidarium before plunging into the 

frigidarium’s cold bath to refresh your senses?

For a limited time only, we have a buy one, get one free 

offer on strigils – scrape off the day to day dirt, grime 

and dead skin to your heart’s content!

1. In which room can guests use perfumed oils? 

  

2. What do you think a ‘strigil’ is? Explain your 

answer. 

  

  

3. How do the pools in the tepidarium and 

frigidarium compare? 

  

  

4. Give one way that the author has tried to be 

persuasive. 
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Live like an Emperor! Answers
Do you have time to spare, require healing or need a 

place to socialise with friends? Then bathe in the natural 

thermal waters of the extravagant Roman baths. With 

exclusive features, such as our new hypocaust system – 

underfloor heating using the latest in hot-air technology 

– and a new range of perfumed oils for use in the 

caldarium, you can bathe and relax in style at one of 

Britain’s finest natural hot springs. Why not bathe in the 

warm waters of the tepidarium before plunging into the 

frigidarium’s cold bath to refresh your senses?

For a limited time only, we have a buy one, get one free 

offer on strigils – scrape off the day to day dirt, grime 

and dead skin to your heart’s content!

1. In which room can guests use perfumed oils? 

Accept: (the) caldarium. 

2. What do you think a ‘strigil’ is? Explain your 

answer. 

Accept any answer which states that a strigil is 

a tool/instrument used to scrape the skin. 

3. How do the pools in the tepidarium and 

frigidarium compare? 

Accept an answer which states that the pool 

in the tepidarium is warm, whilst that in the 

frigidarium is cold. 

4. Give one way that the author has tried to be 

persuasive. 

Accept any reasonable answer which relates to 

any one of the following points: use of exciting 

adjectives/description, use of rhetorical 

questions, directly addressing the reader, 

inclusion of a special / time sensitive offer.
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A Storm is Brewing... Quick Questions
Dale was in the garden playing fetch with Patch, a tiny 

brown and white puppy they had brought home only 

three days before. Quite unexpectedly, Dale heard a loud 

rumble and saw, from the corner of this eye, flashes of 

light in the sky. “What is happening?” muttered Dale.

Suddenly, Dale heard Mum shouting from the kitchen. 

“Get inside quickly, Dale!” she yelled with urgency in 

her voice. This worried Dale, so he swiftly ran towards 

the house. Unsure what to make of the situation, Patch 

sauntered after him, stopping occasionally to shake the 

rain from his fur.

“Mum, why is the sky making strange noises and what 

are all of those lights?” asked Dale.

“It is thunder and lightning, Dale,” explained Mum.  

1. Find and copy an adverb from the text which 

means the same as ‘quickly’. 

  

2. How long had Dale had Patch? 

  

3. What do you think Dale and Patch did next? 

  

  

  

4. How does the author show the reader that Patch 

is not really bothered about the thunderstorm? 
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A Storm is Brewing... Answers
Dale was in the garden playing fetch with Patch, a tiny 

brown and white puppy they had brought home only 

three days before. Quite unexpectedly, Dale heard a loud 

rumble and saw, from the corner of this eye, flashes of 

light in the sky. “What is happening?” muttered Dale.

Suddenly, Dale heard Mum shouting from the kitchen. 

“Get inside quickly, Dale!” she yelled with urgency in 

her voice. This worried Dale, so he swiftly ran towards 

the house. Unsure what to make of the situation, Patch 

sauntered after him, stopping occasionally to shake the 

rain from his fur.

“Mum, why is the sky making strange noises and what 

are all of those lights?” asked Dale.

“It is thunder and lightning, Dale,” explained Mum.  

1. Find and copy an adverb from the text which 

means the same as ‘quickly’. 

Accept: swiftly and suddenly. 

2. How long had Dale had Patch? 

Accept: three days. 

3. What do you think Dale and Patch did next? 

Accept any reasonable prediction which 

involves them continuing to play or remaining 

inside due to the storm. Also accept responses 

about Dale or Mum acting scared. 

4. How does the author show the reader that Patch 

is not really bothered about the thunderstorm? 

Accept answers which relate to the fact that 

he only sauntered inside and that he stopped 

occasionally on the way – he wasn’t hurrying.
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