
Reading Writing 
Activity 1 

Use this link (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZKsi8dZPvg) to 

listen to Chapter 1 ONLY of our new class book (or use the extract 

below) – There’s a boy in the girl’s bathroom and answer the 

following questions. 

 
1. Where did Jeff Fishkin come from? 
2. What did Bradley do with his test paper? 
3. Why did Bradley’s pencil always snap? 

 
4. Why does Jeff lie about going to the White house when the 

teacher asks him? 
5. Why does no-one want to sit near Bradley? 
6. How do you think Bradley feels about school? 
7. ‘Bradley stared at him in amazement’  

Why does Bradley feel this way when Jeff is speaking to him? 

 

Remember to: 
Point: answer the basic question 
Explanation: why? 
Evidence: can you prove it? (Examples from the text). 

8. ‘He was an island’ 
What first impression does this give the reader about Bradley? 

9. How does the reader’s perception of Bradley change as they 
read this chapter?  Use evidence from the text to support your 
answer. 

1. Using the extract from There’s a boy in the girl’s bathroom 
highlight all the different features you can see.  For example, 
adjectives, relative clauses, metaphors and so on.  Ensure you 
use your gel pens to create a key. 

2. Jeff has received a letter from his friend back in Washington.  
(Letter below).  His friend, Billy, is desperate to hear all of Jeff’s 
news.  He wants to know what Jeff’s new school is like and 
whether he had made any friends yet.  You are to write a letter 
to Billy, as if you were Jeff.  You must give Jeff’s thoughts, 
feelings, opinions and reactions to the events which happened 
in the book so far.  Think about: How do letters start and end?  
How can you make your letter sound chatty and informal?  
What thoughts, opinions and feelings will you share?  What 
questions will you ask Billy about his life since you left 
Washington?  Take 10 minutes to plan if you find that easier 
and remember to use all your best letter-writing skills, 
including: 

▪ Exciting vocabulary Chatty tone 

▪ Ambitious choices for sentence 
openers, connectives and 
punctuation 

 

Challenge - Write Billy’s reply.  Ensure that Billy’s response 
refers to what Jeff has written. 

3. Rewrite chapter 1 as a storyboard/playscript you can perform it 
if you would like. 



Activity 2 

 

Look at the front cover and make a prediction on 

what you think the book will be about by writing 

a blurb.  Remember a succesful blurb is usually 

short (generally not more than 6 or 7 lines.  Uses 

extreme action verbs.  Use adectives like  

“enormous” and “sensitive”  

Activity 3 

Pick out the keywords/main events/nouns/adjectives etc in 

chapter 1.  Use www.wordle.net to create a wordle. 

Example of a wordle related to school: 

 

4. Look at the characters in chapter 1 of the book.  Write 

character profiles for each character in the chapter - what do 

they look like?  What are their personalities like?  What kinds 

of things do they say?  How do other people respond to them? 

5. Write an email to interact with the characters in chapter 1.  

You could ask Jeff how he feels about particular events in the 

story, or give him advice about how he can help Bradley.   

Challenge – Write appropriate responses in the role of Jeff. 

ICT- Websites 
Spelling Shed, Education City, 

Topmarks 

Home Learning Choice 

Grid  
18/05/20-05/06/20 
Year 5 - English 

 

 

You need to select at least 

one of these activities 

daily. 



 

 

 

Spellings - Year 5 Words - Practise 

Complete the different activities for the Spelling Mat Pack 3.  Practise your kinetic handwriting on the attached 

template or in your home learning book. 



 

Extract from ‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom’ by Louis Sachar (Chapter 1) 

  



Billy Steward 
11 Treetop Lane 
Washington 

 
20th September 2013 

Dear Jeff  
 
Hi pal! It has been so long since I last saw you and I am beginning to forget what you look like. I’m sorry I didn’t write sooner; I have 
been nagging my Mom to buy me some paper and a new pen so that I could write you a proper letter rather than sending it on some 
scraps dragged out of my school bag. You know how tatty everything gets when they are in those bags… they may as well have a date 
with my dog’s digestive system! 
 
What’s your new school like, then? Is it as scary as you thought it would be? I bet it isn’t! You have always become nervous so easily 
and there’s never any need for it. I reckon that by now you will have zillions of friends and you will be steaming up and down the 
basketball court, impressing everyone with your skills. Are there any people in particular who have been friendly? Have you found 
anyone to replace me as your best friend yet? I think I will be jealous if that happens, but I’ll also be happy for you.  
 
Things have been quite quiet here since you have left. Mrs Kitchen definitely misses you, as you were the only person who ever got 
their homework in on time. Now she spends all of her time nagging us to hand it in (I really struggle to do it now that you aren’t here to 
help me). 
 
Oh, this really funny thing happened the other day. You remember Juliette? Well, she has been in her own little world lately – I think 
she’s daydreaming about some boy. Anyway, she wasn’t looking where she was going in recess and rather than going into the gir ls 
bathroom she went into the boy’s by mistake! Imagine how embarrassing that was! Of course, the boys are still teasing her now and I 
don’t think she has gotten over the shock yet. I wish you had been there to see it. We rolled around on the floor laughing our boots off.  
 
Well, I’d better be off to school now for another dull day. Please write to me soon and be sure to include all of your news. I can’t wait 
to hear how you are getting on.  
 
From your friend 
Billy 



 









 


