Reading

Writing

Activity 1
1. Using the extracts from ‘There’s a boy in the girl’s bathroom’
highlight all the different features you can see. For example,
Use this link
adjectives, relative clauses, metaphors and so on. (You do not
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BaN_Ps5KJKM&list=PLm9lGIuneed to do chapter 1 again). Ensure you use your gel pens to
fnWYAD-hZLwGvOwY2DSIwsD0s&index=2) to listen to Chapter 2-4
create a key and use 1 page per chapter.
ONLY of our new class book (or use the extract below) – There’s a
boy in the girl’s bathroom and answer the following questions.
2. Use these images to write a diary as if you were Bradley. The
features of a diary are first person, past tense, informal tone –
Things to think about: what thoughts and feelings would he
include? How would he present the diary - in a neat and tidy
Chapter 3
way or scruffy and messy? Bradley also loves to doodle, so
1. Copy the first line that showed you that Bradley does not like
decorate your page as Bradley would. Take 10 minutes to plan if
fish?
you find that easier:
2. Copy the first lie that Bradley tells in the chapter?
3. Look at p9. Copy an example of an extended noun phrase
(A noun phrase includes one noun as well as words that describe
it, for example: the black dog)/adjectival phrase (An adjective
phrase is a group of words that describe a noun or pronoun in
a sentence. The adjective phrase can be placed before, or after,
the noun or pronoun in the sentence, for example: Bradley
was extremely shocked when Jeff sat next to him.

4. Why do you think that Bradley told his first lie?
5. “And they were all friends” and “And they all liked Bradley”
Why do you think the author chose to write these two short
sentences? Why do you think he started them with ‘and’?
6. Why do you think the author started the sentences in Q5 with
‘and’?
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7. Why did Bradley’s mother want to believe her son’s lies so

Challenge - Write a diary from Jeff’s point of view. What would
he say about Bradley and the events of the story? How would
his diary be different from Bradley’s? Why?

badly?
8. Why do you think Mrs Ebbel made Bradley’s mother so nervous?
3. Choose your favourite chapter (2-4) and rewrite it as a
9. “Deep Down, he really is-“ Bradley’s mother started to say.
storyboard/playscript you can perform it if you would like.
Why is a hyphen used here?
4. Create a fact file about the White House. You should try and
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answer the following questions in your fact file: What is the
10. Apart from his parents and classmates, explain who you think
White House? Where is the White House? When was the
Bradley is lying. Why do you think this?
White House built? Who lives in the White House? Why is it
11. Why do you think Jeff is being so kind to Bradley?
Remember to:
called the White House? Don’t forget that your fact file should
Point: answer the basic question
have a title, any interesting facts and images too.
Explanation: why?
Evidence: can you prove it? (Examples from the text).

5. Chapter 2 introduces Bradley’s bedroom to the reader. He has
many imaginary friends in his room. Write a setting description
12. What do you think Bradley’s mother was thinking when she saw
of his bedroom – use your senses and weave action and drama
no ‘A Papers’ for Bradley and that he had no gold stars? Explain
into your setting – don’t forget any of the toys and use evidence
your answer.
from the text to help you. Remember you are only describing
13. Read p20 again. What does the state of the Counsellor’s room
and not writing a story. For the artistic amongst you, you can
and clothing suggest about what type of person she is?
draw what you think his bedroom might look
14. Tell me why you think the counsellor is so keen to meet Bradley.
Activity 2
Discuss the following question with a family
member: What more do we know about
Bradley? Create a mindmap which includes all
the things that you now know about Bradley.
Include evidence from the text to support your
answers.
Activity 3
Repeat Activity 2, but the character to spotlight is Jeff Fishkin.
Create a mindmap which includes all the things that you know
about Jeff, again include evidence from the text to support your

6. Now that you know more about Jeff and Bradley, use the
evidence from the text to write character descriptions - what
do they look like? What are their personalities like? What
kinds of things do they say? How do other people respond to
them?
7. Write an email to interact with the characters in chapter 1.
You could ask Jeff how he feels about particular events in the
story, or give him advice about how he can help Bradley.
Challenge – Write appropriate responses in the role of Jeff.

answers.
Activity 4
Make a Venn Diagram of all the similarities/differences between
Bradley and Jeff. See example below:
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“Yes,” Bradley and Claudia lied.
Bradley’s father worked in the police department. He had been
shot in the leg four years ago while chasing a robber. Now he
needed a cane to walk, so he worked behind a desk. He didn’t
like that kind of work and often came home grumpy and shorttempered.
The police never caught the man who had shot him. “I hate fish,”
Bradley said as he sat down.
“So do I,” said Claudia. “It sticks to my braces and I taste it for
weeks.”
“Brussels sprouts make me throw up,” said Bradley.
“The smell like old garbage,” said Claudia
“That’s enough,” said their father. “You’ll both eat what’s on
your plates.”
Bradley held his nose with one hand while he picked up a
brussels sprout with the other, and put it, whole, into his mouth.
“What’s all this nonsense about your mother breaking her
promise?” asked his father.
Bradley was ready. “She promised she’d take me to the zoo
tomorrow, and now she won’t!”
“What?” exclaimed his mother. “I never said I’d take you to the
zoo.”
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Grow up? You want to spend your life in jail? I see people just like you every day at the police station. Just keep it up.”
Bradley started angrily at his father. “Not all criminals go to jail!” he asserted. “What about the man who shot you?”
“I said, go to your room!”
Bradley stood up from the table. “I didn’t want to eat this junk anyway. He stomped down the hall into his room and slammed the
door. Then he opened it and shouted, “Call the zoo!” one last time, then slammed it again.
He lay on his bed and cried.
“Don’t cry, Bradley,” said Ronnie. “everything will be alright.”
“You’ll think of something, Bradley,” said Bartholomew. “You always do. You’re the smartest kid in the world.”
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There was hardly room for Bradley’s mother and teacher to
stand.
“She’s just moving in,” Mrs Ebbel explained. “I’m sure she’ll
have it cleaned up by tomorrow.”
Mrs Chalkers shrugged. She picked up a dolphin puppet from
an open box on the table and put her hand inside it.
Suddenly there was a loud grunt and a young woman
entered the room. She dropped the box she was carrying,
and more than a hundred crayons spilled out across the floor.
“Oh, hello,” she said.
She was a lot younger than either Mrs Ebbel or Mrs Chalkers.
She wore blue jeans and a red T-shire with ROCK ‘N’ ROLL
written across it in light blue letters. She had light brown
hair, almost blond, and clear blue eyes.
“I’m Carla Davis,” she said, and held out her hand.
Bradley’s mother stared her for a moment, then reached out
to shake her hand but suddenly realised she was still wearing
the dolphin puppet. She quickly removed it and put it back in
the box on the table.
The counsellor smiled.
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