
Geography - Identify and locate the boroughs of the West Midlands and the towns within the Dudley 

borough. 
 

BOROUGHS IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 
 

The map below is an outline of the West Midlands (the county that we live in). There are 

lots of different counties throughout the UK and in every county there are towns and cities. 

 

Name the 7 boroughs of the West Midlands and locate them on this map, completing the 

key to show where they are. 

 

      

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

     



 

1 ______________________________________ 

2 ______________________________________ 

3 ______________________________________ 

4 ______________________________________ 

5 ______________________________________ 

6 ______________________________________ 

7 ______________________________________ 

8 ______________________________________ 

9 ______________________________________ 

10 ______________________________________ 

11 ______________________________________ 

12 ______________________________________ 

13 ______________________________________ 

14 ______________________________________ 

15 ______________________________________ 

16 ______________________________________ 

17 ______________________________________ 

18 ______________________________________ 

19 ______________________________________ 

20 ______________________________________ 

21 ______________________________________ 

22 ______________________________________ 

23 ______________________________________ 

24 ______________________________________ 

Geography - Identify and locate the boroughs of the West Midlands and the towns within the Dudley borough. 
 

BOROUGHS IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 
 

The map below is an outline of the Dudley borough. Within our borough, there are many towns and cities. 
 

Name the 24 towns and cities of the Dudley borough and locate them on this map, completing the key to show where they are. 
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Science - Find out about different scientists and their theories of Evolution. True or false activity* 
 

Read each statement and check to see if it is true of false by reading the Evolutionary Ideas Fact Sheet. Tick () either True or False (one has been done for 

you). 

Statement True False 

Tusi: Organisms can gain new features.    

Augustine of Hippo: All mammals descended from 38 original animal types.   

Zhang Zhou: Animals struggle for existence.   

Epicurus: Strongest and most active animals survive and reproduce.   

Anaximander of Miletus: The first animals lived in water.   

Pierre Louis Maupertuis: Adaptations only lead to new species.   

Charles Darwin: Natural selection does not involve competition.    

Alfred Wallace: Natural selection causes varieties of the same species.   

Charles Darwin: There is a single point of origin for all living things.    

Al-Jahiz: All animals had to struggle to survive, to find food and breed.    

Empedocles: Animals and plants look as though they have been designed but it’s accidental they look the way they do.   

 

Compare Darwin’s and Wallace’s ideas about evolution. 

How are the similar?                    

                      

How are the different?                   

                      

 

 



Empedocles (c. 490 – 430 BC)

Greek Philosopher

Thought only some animals and plants survived, 
others die.

Animals and plants were like disjointed parts of the 
ones we see now. 

Some animals and plants joined in different 
combinations.Animals and plants that survived seem 
like they were created that way but it was actually 
accidental that they did.

Tusi (1201 – 1274)

Persian Scholar

Argued that those organisms that 
could gain new features could gain an 
advantage over those that did not and 
survived.

Erasmus Darwin (1731 - 1802) 

English Physician

Thought that the strongest and most 
active animals would reproduce.

Al-Jahiz (776 – 868) 

Arab Prose Writer

Argued that animals struggled for 
existence, resources, to breed and avoid 
being eaten. Those that were successful 
were better able to survive.

Thomas Robert Malthus (1766 – 
1834)

English Cleric and Scholar

Argued that if populations grew then 
they would struggle to survive as food 
would become scarcer. In this case, some 
would die of disease or hunger and 
others would live.

Epicurus (341 – 270 BC) 

Roman Philosopher

Believed that the goddess Gaia created 
lots of different species in the past. 

Only those that functioned the best 
survived and had offspring.
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Anaximander of Miletus (c. 610 – 
546 BC) 

Greek Philosopher

First animals lived in water during a 
wet phase of the Earth’s past.

Augustine of Hippo (354 - 430)

Bishop and Theologian

Believed that God created life but that 
living things had been transformed 
slowly over time.

Ibn Khaldun (1332 - 1406) 

Arab Historian

Thought living things were able to 
transform from one thing to another.

Zhang Zhou (c. 369 – 286 BC)

Chinese Philosopher (Taoist)

Taoists thought the environment affected 
the attributes of different living things.

Believed that plants and animals did 
change and that the species were not 
fixed.

Pierre Louis Maupertuis (1698 - 1759)

French Mathematician and 
Philosopher

Thought modifications occur when living 
things reproduce.

Adaptations result in new varieties of the 
living thing as well as lead to new species.
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Lamarck (1744 – 1829):

French Naturalist

Thought that transmutation (evolution) 
of species occurred due to inherited 
traits that helped them adapt to the 
environment.



Georges-Louis Leclerc (1707 – 1788) 

French Philosopher

Stated that species were actually just 
varieties of animals which had been 
modified from the original animal due to 
environmental factors.

Thought all the mammals had descended 
from as few as 38 original animal types.

Charles Darwin (1809 - 1882)

English Naturalist and Geologist

Brought together the ideas of natural 
selection, adaptation and a single 
origin of life. He went on to state that 
humans were not separate from all 
living things but had developed through 
the same evolutionary process. He 
emphasised survival of the fittest and 
the competition that allowed certain 
varieties to survive due to inherited 
traits.

The reason Darwin is known for 
evolutionary theory is the way that 
he combined the ideas so that they 
made sense – there was a single origin 
of life for all living things, that living 
things changed through adaptations 
that helped them to survive better 
in their environment and that these 
adaptations led to evolution from the 
original living thing to the ones we see 
now.

Alfred Wallace (1823 - 1913)

British Naturalist and Explorer

Thought that natural selection caused 
varieties of the same species based on 
evidence from observations in South 
America and Asia.

Emphasised how environmental 
changes could lead to natural 
selection (adaptive traits).
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Science - Find out about different scientists and their theories of Evolution. True or false activity*    ANSWERS 
 

Read each statement and check to see if it is true of false by reading the Evolutionary Ideas Fact Sheet. Tick () either True or False (one has been done for 

you). 

Statement True False 

Tusi: Organisms can gain new features.    

Augustine of Hippo: All mammals descended from 38 original animal types.   

Zhang Zhou: Animals struggle for existence.   

Epicurus: Strongest and most active animals survive and reproduce.   

Anaximander of Miletus: The first animals lived in water.   

Pierre Louis Maupertuis: Adaptations only lead to new species.   

Charles Darwin: Natural selection does not involve competition.    

Alfred Wallace: Natural selection causes varieties of the same species.   

Charles Darwin: There is a single point of origin for all living things.    

Al-Jahiz: All animals had to struggle to survive, to find food and breed.    

Empedocles: Animals and plants look as though they have been designed but it’s accidental they look the way they do.   

 

Compare Darwin’s and Wallace’s ideas about evolution. 

How are the similar?                    

                      

How are the different?                   

                      

 



Other – Industrial Revolution Reading Comprehension 



The Industrial Revolution

Important Inventions

Alongside the steam engine, there were a number 
of other key inventions during the Industrial 
Revolution. In 1764, the spinning jenny was 
invented. It was a machine that weaved cotton 
into cloth far quicker than a person could manage 

to do so on their own. To further transport links, 
the first route on the London Underground was 
built in 1863 and, by 1885, Karl Benz had 
invented the first motorised car. 

The origin of the name of the spinning jenny is unknown but 
has led to much speculation. Some people believe that the 
inventor had a family member named Jenny who inspired 
the invention. Others have guessed that ‘jenny’ was a slang 
term for an engine or generator.

What Was Life like during the Industrial Revolution?

Everyday life in Britain changed dramatically during the Industrial Revolution. 
Before the steam engine, most goods were made by hand. However, the 
introduction of steam power now made it possible to invent machines which 
were much faster at working than people were. As a result, large factories were 
built and people moved from working at home to working long shifts in dirty, 
noisy and dangerous conditions.

During this time, there were fewer laws to 
protect people and children as young as five 
years old would be sent to work in factories. 
People were no longer living in small rural 
communities. Instead, the majority now lived 
in large, industrialised towns. These towns were 
often overcrowded and were filled with pollution 
from the nearby factories. To afford their workers 
somewhere to live, factory owners built cheap 
houses; these were often very close together and 
rarely had running water.
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The Industrial Revolution

Rights for Child Workers

Young children who worked in factories were often subjected to incredibly 
dangerous conditions. Because of this, the government introduced a Factory Act 
in 1833. This act said that any child working in a factory had to be given two 
hours of schooling each day. The act also stated that children under the age of 
nine were not allowed to work in a factory and that all children were forbidden 
from working at night. Although children were now receiving an education,  
children between the ages of nine and thirteen were still allowed to work up to 
nine hours per day.

By the late 1800s, the steam engine meant that lots of Britain’s goods were 
now made in large factories. Soon, the invention of the telephone and the 
introduction of a widespread sewer system would lead Britain into a new era 
of technological revolution.
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Questions
1. Draw four lines to match each event with the impact it had on Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. During the Industrial Revolution, why did houses have to be built so quickly? Tick one. 

   because the builders were needed for other jobs
   because there were lots more people needing houses
   because children were now working in the factories
   because giant factories were being built over the old houses

3. Look at the first paragraph. 
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘mainly’. 

 

4. Name one factor which led to the Industrial Revolution’s success. 

 

5. Fill in the missing words. 

Children between the ages of     and      could work 

for up to nine hours per day.

6. The government’s Factory Act gave working children two hours of schooling each day. 
Do you think that this was fair? 

Explain your answer. 

  

  

 

There was a vast improvement 
in transport links.

Factories could now be built in 
places away from water.

James Watt perfected 

the design of the steam engine.
Cotton could now be 

turned into cloth far quicker.

The spinning jenny 

was invented.
Children who worked in factories 

were given two hours of schooling.

The government introduced 

a Factory Act.
Produce could be transported across 
the country at a far greater speed.
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7. During the Industrial Revolution, many jobs that were usually completed by people began 
to be completed by machines instead. How do you think this made people feel? 

Explain your answer. 

  

  

 

8. Would you like to have lived during the Industrial Revolution? Tick one. 

Yes         No   

Explain your answer fully using references from the text. 

  

  

  

 

9. What similarities are there between life during the Industrial Revolution and life today? 

  

  

 

10. Explain how the government’s Factory Act could have changed to further improve 
the lives of children. 

  

  

  

 

The Industrial Revolution
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Answers
1. Draw four lines to match each event with the impact it had on Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. During the Industrial Revolution, why did houses have to be built so quickly? Tick one. 

   because the builders were needed for other jobs
   because there were lots more people needing houses

   because children were now working in the factories
   because giant factories were being built over the old houses

3. Look at the first paragraph. 
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘mainly’. 
predominantly

4. Name one factor which led to the Industrial Revolution’s success. 
Accept one of the following: James Watt perfected the steam engine; canals, railways 
and roads were developed; there was a vast improvement in transport links.

5. Fill in the missing words. 

Children between the ages of nine and thirteen could work for up to nine hours per day.

6. The government’s Factory Act gave working children two hours of schooling each day. 
Do you think that this was fair? Explain your answer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I do not think this was fair because the children still 

had to work for the rest of the day. It would have been fairer to give the children a full 

day of schooling and not expect them to work in a factory.

There was a vast improvement 
in transport links.

Factories could now be built in 
places away from water.

James Watt perfected 

the design of the steam engine.
Cotton could now be 

turned into cloth far quicker.

The spinning jenny 

was invented.
Children who worked in factories 

were given two hours of schooling.

The government introduced 

a Factory Act.
Produce could be transported across 
the country at a far greater speed.
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7. During the Industrial Revolution, many jobs that were usually completed by people began 
to be completed by machines instead. How do you think this made people feel? 

Explain your answer. 
Pupils’ own responses such as: I think that this would have made people feel worried 

that there was not going to be any work left for them because they were going to be 

replaced by a machine.

8. Would you like to have lived during the Industrial Revolution? Tick one. 
Explain your answer fully using references from the text. 
Accept either ‘yes’ or ‘no’ as an answer, providing that a full explanation is also given, 
such as: No, I would not have liked to have lived during the Industrial Revolution 

because I enjoy school too much and I would not have liked to work in a dirty and 

dangerous factory.

9. What similarities are there between life during the Industrial Revolution and life today? 

Pupils’ own responses provided that a valid similarity has been given, such as: During 

the Industrial Revolution, lots of houses needed to be built because there were more 

people living in the towns. There are still lots of new houses being built today because 

towns are still growing.

10. Explain how the government’s Factory Act could have changed to further improve 
the lives of children. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that the government’s Factory Act could have 

further improved the lives of children by saying that even children who didn’t work in 

factories could have education. It could also have said that children did not have to 

work in factories if they did not want to.

The Industrial Revolution
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Other – Write down everything that makes you an amazing person. 

 



Writing - Create a fact sheet about one of the famous scientists who had a theory about evolution.* 

 

 



STREET CHILD 

by Berlie Doherty 

 

Introduction: Tell me Your Story, Jim. and Chapter 1: The Shilling Pie – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ce6ejJDokgg 

Chapter 2: The Stick Man – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Uc7Loxtbxg 

Chapter 3: Rosie and Judd - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lu-

Qq3BD2vo 

Chapter 4: The Workhouse - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhzlkvPNKFY 

Chapter 5: Behind Bars - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4l2PGzVoEk 

Chapter 6: Tip - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4OV8qb7bTE 

Chapter 7: The Wild Thing - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jlbAboOepY 

Chapter 8: The Carpet-Beaters - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQJO30j6u9Q 

Chapter 9: The Jaw of the Iron Dog - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1G1RX1UsK4 

Chapter 10: Lame Betsy - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_G-LO-blj0 

Chapter 11: The Spitting Crow - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBRKBALO_Vo 

Chapter 12: Shrimps – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHjNXpI55ig 

Chapter 13: The Lily - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pW_Xm4LJJy0 

Chapter 14: The Waterman’s Arms - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpCEC5BwU6M 

Chapter 15: Josh - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cP9V6OfjkJc 

Chapter 16: Boy in Pain - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDayJq9Rw8I 

Chapter 17: The Monster Weeps - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcpIGrA1UXM 

Chapter 18: You Can Do It, Bruvver - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnTBvuRoaUk 

Chapter 19: Away - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55aSQnTSt0s 

Chapter 20: The Green Caravan - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5aaRbZj4c0 

Chapter 21: Circus Boy - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KB4eMD1rufk 

Chapter 22: On the Run Again - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_UE1lnjJdw 

Chapter 23: Shrimps Again - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ppRJ-RVnTM 

Chapter 24: Looking for a Doctor - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibVsQCmPX78 

Chapter 25: The Ragged School - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Ve3QK1UMDc 

Chapter 26: Goodbye, Bruvver - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTXC2qfkMiI 

Chapter 27: Barnie - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wYdO1SWV7cs 

The End of the story - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sAqiukhHJmk 
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