
 

Homework Choice Grid 
Year 2 English 

Weeks Beginning 6
th

 & 13 July       

 
 

Useful Websites 
Education City – Login details are in planners 

 

Spelling Shed – Login details are in planners 

 

BBC Bitesize – website with videos, games and activities  

 

Oxford Owl – free e-library for 3-11 year olds, games and activities 

 

Twinkl – free resources using the code PARENTTWINKLHELPS 

 

BBC iPlayer – Cbeebies bedtime stories 

 

Reading  Writing 
Read for at least 10 minutes every day. You could find an appropriate 

magazine, newspaper, website, game instructions or a favourite book from 

home.  Remember you could read to a sibling or have family reading time.  

Choose some of the activities to complete about your book: 

 Write a blurb 

 Compare two characters from the story.  How are they the same?  

How are the different?  

 Make a fact file of all the things that you have learnt from your 

book. 

 Can you find 5 adjectives in your book? 

 Can you find an adverb? 

 Find a word that you don’t know the meaning of.  Can you use a 

dictionary or go online (with the permission and supervision of a 

grown up) to find out the meaning? 

 Create a poster to convince people to buy this book/ magazine/ 

newspaper or fact file. Remember to use persuasive language and 

make the poster bright and catchy.    

 

Complete the reading comprehension tasks ‘The Lion and the Mouse’ and 

Look at the picture below, it’s called ‘About to Hatch’  

 
Where might these objects have come from? 

Why is the surface of the nearest object cracking? 

What is inside the objects?  

Are all of the objects the same? 

The object in the picture is beginning to crack and open. Can you 

draw whatever is inside? 



‘Deep Sea Explorers’.  If you don’t have a printer, you can answer the 

questions straight into your workbook.  You can work with an adult to 

answer the questions.  If you are finding an answer tricky, they may help 

you with your reading or show you what section or paragraph or section to 

look at to find the answer. You only need to complete one of the question 

sheets.  The final sheets are the hardest if you would like a challenge. 

 

 

Here is a story starter, can you carry on writing the story and 

describe what happens next?   

For the last few days, they had been falling from the sky. Nobody 

knew where they had come from; nobody knew why they were there. 

The mysterious objects, most of them spherical in shape, lay there on 

the beach, staying still despite the tide’s best efforts to move them 

from the shoreline. 

Then, a crack began to appear on the surface… 

 

With the permission and supervision of your grown-up watch the 

short animation ‘Book of Butterflies’  
https://www.literacyshed.com/butterflies.html 

This is a description of the room when the butterflies had flown out 

of the book:  

https://www.literacyshed.com/butterflies.html


 
Now try writing your own description of the room using lots of 

interesting adjectives.  There is a word bank below this grid to give 

you some ideas.  Draw a picture to match your description.  

Spellings SPAG 
Choose 10 words from the KS1 common exception words to try to learn 

this week. Practise the same 10 words every day for the week.  You may 

Collective Nouns 

The name for a group (collective noun) of butterflies is a kaleidoscope. Can 



want to be tested on Friday to see how well you’ve learnt them. If you get 

some wrong, add them to next week’s list and have another go. 

(Note: The KS1 Common Exception words can be found in your school 

planner.) 

you match the collective nouns to the pictures on the grid below? You may 

need to check in animal information books or look on the internet (with 

your grown-up). 

 

Question Words 

Play the Education City game ‘Wild River’ to answer who, what, when, 

where, why and how questions about events in a story as well as answering 

inference questions.  Then complete the activity sheet ‘Wild River’.  This 

can be found beneath this grid.  If you do not have a printer, complete the 

activity straight into your workbook. 

  

 

 

 





 



 



 



The Lion and the Mouse
One day, a lion was asleep in the 

wood. A mouse came along. The mouse 

didn’t see the lion and ran across the 

lion’s nose.

The lion woke up. He was cross 

with the mouse. “You woke me up!”  

he roared.

The mouse was scared. “Please let me go!” said the mouse. “If 

you let me go, I will repay you one day!”

“You are funny!” said the lion. “How could a mouse help a lion?”

The lion laughed and let the mouse go home.

Some days later, the lion was caught in a hunter’s net. He couldn’t 

get out.

The lion roared in anger.

The mouse heard the lion and ran 

to the net.

The mouse saw the lion and had 

an idea. She chewed on the net 

until it broke and the lion fell 

out. The lion was free.

“Even a mouse can help a lion!” said 

the mouse.

From that day, the mouse and the lion 

became friends.

A kindness is never wasted.



The Lion and the Mouse Questions
1. Who are the characters in the story? Tick two.

2. Why did the lion wake up? Tick one.

3. Why was the mouse scared? Tick one.

4. How did the mouse help the lion? Tick one.

5. What is the message in the story? Tick one.

a mouse

a badger

a fox

The mouse ran across his nose.

He was hungry.

It was morning.

She didn’t like lions.

She thought the lion would eat her.

The lion surprised her.

She brought him some food.

She sang a song to cheer him up.

She chewed through the net to let him go.

a lion

Look where you are going.

A kindness is never wasted.

Listen to others.



The Lion and the Mouse Answers
1. Who are the characters in the story? Tick two.

2. Why did the lion wake up? Tick one.

3. Why was the mouse scared? Tick one.

4. How did the mouse help the lion? Tick one.

5. What is the message in the story? Tick one.

a mouse

a badger

a fox

The mouse ran across his nose.

He was hungry.

It was morning.

She didn’t like lions.

She thought the lion would eat her.

The lion surprised her.

She brought him some food.

She sang a song to cheer him up.

She chewed through the net to let him go.

a lion

Look where you are going.

A kindness is never wasted.

Listen to others.



The Lion and the Mouse

One day, a proud lion was asleep 

in the wood, his head resting on his 

paws. A timid mouse came along. 

The mouse didn’t see the lion and ran 

across the lion’s nose.

The lion woke up from his nap. He was cross with the mouse. 

“You woke me up!” he roared and laid his paw on the mouse, 

ready to gobble her up.

The mouse was scared. “Please let me go!” begged the mouse.  

“If you let me go, I will repay you one day!”

“You are funny!” said the lion. “How could a mouse help a lion?”

The lion laughed at the idea that a 

mouse could ever help him. But he 

was generous and let the mouse go.

Some days later, the lion was caught 

in a hunter’s net. Unable to get out, 

the lion roared in anger. The mouse 

remembered the lion’s voice and 

ran quickly to the net.

The mouse saw the lion struggling in the 

net and had an idea. She gnawed on the 

net until it broke and the lion was able to 

escape. The lion was free.

“Even a mouse can help a lion!” declared 

the tiny mouse.

From that day on, the mouse and the lion 

became friends forever.

A kindness is never wasted.



The Lion and the Mouse Questions
1. Why did the mouse run across the lion’s nose? Tick one.

2. Why did the lion think the mouse was funny? Tick one.

3. Why did the mouse run quickly to the net? Tick one.

4. Complete the sentences. One has already been done for you. 

5. What is the moral of the story?

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                   

because she was dressed as a clown 

because she was in a hurry

because she told him a joke

because she heard the lion’s voice

because he thought a mouse could never help a lion

because she was nosy

The mouse didn’t see the lion

The mouse and the lion

The mouse saw the lion 

struggling in the net

and had an idea.

became friends forever.

and ran across his nose.

She didn’t see the lion.

She wanted to surprise the lion.

She thought it would be fun.



The Lion and the Mouse Answers
1. Why did the mouse run across the lion’s nose? Tick one.

2. Why did the lion think the mouse was funny? Tick one.

3. Why did the mouse run quickly to the net? Tick one.

4. Complete the sentences. One has already been done for you. 

5. What is the moral of the story?

The mouse didn’t see the lion

The mouse and the lion

The mouse saw the lion 

struggling in the net

and had an idea.

became friends forever.

and ran across his nose.

She didn’t see the lion.

because she was dressed as a clown 

because she was in a hurry

She wanted to surprise the lion.

because she told him a joke

because she heard the lion’s voice

She thought it would be fun.

because he thought a mouse could never help a lion

because she was nosy

A kindness is never wasted.



The Lion and the Mouse

One day, a proud lion was asleep 

in the wood, his great head resting 

on his paws. A timid mouse came 

upon him unexpectedly, and in her 

fright and haste to get away, ran 

across the lion’s nose. 

Roused from his nap, the lion laid his huge paw angrily on the 

tiny creature, ready to gobble her up.

“Spare me!” begged the poor mouse. “Please let me go and 

someday I will surely repay you!” The lion was amused to think 

that a mouse could ever help. But he was generous and finally 

let the mouse go.

Some days later, whilst stalking 

his prey in the forest, the lion was 

caught in a hunter’s net. Unable to 

free himself, he filled the forest with 

his angry roaring. The mouse knew 

the voice and quickly found the lion 

struggling in his net.

Running to one of the great ropes that 

bound him, she gnawed it until it parted 

and soon, the lion was free. “You laughed 

when I said I would repay you,” said the 

mouse. “Now you see that even a mouse 

can help a lion.”

A kindness is never wasted.



The Lion and the Mouse Questions
1. The first line of the story is: 

 ‘One day, a proud lion was asleep in the wood, his great head resting  

 on his paws.’

 Which words in this sentence are adjectives? 

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                   

2. Why did the lion want to kill the mouse? Tick one. 

3. Why did the mouse go to help the lion?

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                   

4. At the beginning of the story, the mouse is described as timid.  

In your opinion, is the mouse still timid at the end of the story?  

Why do you think this?

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                   

5. The moral of the story is ‘A kindness is never wasted.’ 

What else can we learn from the story? 

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                   

She had woken him from his nap.

He didn’t like mice.

He wasn’t a very nice lion.



The Lion and the Mouse Answers
1. The first line of the story is: 

 ‘One day, a proud lion was asleep in the wood, his great head resting  

 on his paws.’

 Which words in this sentence are adjectives? 

2. Why did the lion want to kill the mouse? Tick one. 

3. Why did the mouse go to help the lion?

4. At the beginning of the story, the mouse is described as timid.  

In your opinion, is the mouse still timid at the end of the story?  

Why do you think this?

5. The moral of the story is ‘A kindness is never wasted.’ 

What else can we learn from the story? 

She had woken him from his nap.

He didn’t like mice.

He wasn’t a very nice lion.

Proud and great are both adjectives in this sentence.

Because she remembered his voice, and had promised to repay him.

Expect various answers, such as: the mouse is braver by the end 

of the story because she goes to help the lion; the mouse is more 

confident at the end of story.

Expect various answers, such as: don’t judge people by their 

appearance; even if you are little you can do a lot; good things come 

in small packages; you can be friends with anyone even if they are 

different to you.



Deep Sea Explorers 
Read on to find out about three explorers and their missions to 

discover below the waves. 

Sylvia Earle

Sylvia Earle is an American underwater 

photographer. She was born 30th August 

1935. 

Sylvia hopes to protect 30% of the world’s 
oceans by the year 2030 by creating 
areas called ‘hope spots’ where ocean life 
is protected.

Jacques Cousteau

Jacques Cousteau was a photographer 

who looked at habitats in the ocean. 

In 1948, Jacques was part of a mission 
to find a Roman shipwreck. This was the 

beginning of exploring sunken ships.

Robert Ballard

Robert Ballard is an American ocean 

photographer and explorer. He was born 

30th June 1942. 

In 1985, Robert was part of a huge mission 
to find the RMS Titanic shipwreck, a ship 
that had been missing since 1912.

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers Questions
1. What was Jacques Cousteau’s job? Tick one. 

  engineer

  photographer

  fisherman

2. In 1948, what was Jacques sent to find?  Tick one. 

   hope spots

   the RMS Titanic

   a Roman shipwreck

3. Read the Sylvia Earle section.

What will be the name of the areas where ocean life will be protected? Tick 
one. 

   animal spots 

   hope spots 

   trust spots  

4. When does Sylvia want the ‘hope spots’ to be made? Tick one. 

   2030
   1935
   1942  

5. What is the name of the shipwreck that Robert found? Tick one. 

   Navy submarines

   Argo

   RMS Titanic  

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers Answers
1. What was Jacques Cousteau’s job? Tick one. 

  engineer

  photographer

  fisherman

2. In 1948, what was Jacques sent to find?  Tick one. 

   hope spots

   the RMS Titanic

   a Roman shipwreck

3. Read the Sylvia Earle section.

What will be the name of the areas where ocean life will be protected? Tick 
one. 

   animal spots 

   hope spots 

   trust spots  

4. When does Sylvia want the ‘hope spots’ to be made? Tick one. 

   2030
   1935
   1942  

5. What is the name of the shipwreck that Robert found? Tick one. 

   Navy submarines

   Argo

   RMS Titanic  

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers
For thousands of years, people have been interested by the world’s 
oceans. Read on to find out about three explorers and their missions 

to discover below the waves. 

Sylvia Earle

Sylvia Earle is an American underwater 

photographer, explorer and author. She 
was born 30th August 1935 in New 
Jersey, USA. 

She loves to teach people about overfishing 

and pollution in the world’s oceans.

Sylvia hopes to protect 30% of the world’s 
oceans by the year 2030 by creating 
areas called ‘hope spots’ where marine 
wildlife is protected.

Jacques Cousteau

Jacques Cousteau was a well-known 

photographer who looked at habitats in 

the ocean. He was born 11th June 1910 in 
France. 

Jacques loved to swim in the Mediterranean 

Sea using a pair of goggles that his friend 

had given him.

In 1948, Jacques was part of a mission 
to find a Roman shipwreck. This was the 

beginning of exploring sunken ships.

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Robert Ballard

Robert Ballard is an American ocean photographer 

and explorer. He was born 30th June 1942 in 
Kansas. 

Robert and a team of engineers built a robot that 

could send live video from the ocean floor. They 

called it ‘Argo’.

In 1985, Robert was part of a huge mission to 
find the RMS Titanic shipwreck, a ship that had 
been missing since 1912.

Deep Sea Explorers

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers Questions
1.  When was Jacques-Yves Cousteau born? Tick one. 

   11th June 1933
   11th June 1948
   11th June 1910

2. What did Jacques’s friend give him to swim in the Mediterranean Sea? 

 

3. Draw lines to match these sentences.

She loves to teach 

people

world’s oceans by the 
year 2030.

Sylvia hopes to protect 

30% of the in New Jersey, USA.

She was born 30th 

August 1935
about overfishing and 

pollution.

4. Circle true or false to show whether these sentences are correct.

Robert was part of a team to locate the RMS Titanic. True/False

Robert was born in New Jersey, USA. True/False

Robert and a team of engineers built a robotic sub. True/False

5. What is the name of the robotic sub that could send live video from the 
ocean floor?

 

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers Answers
1.  When was Jacques-Yves Cousteau born? Tick one. 

   11th June 1933
   11th June 1948
   11th June 1910

2. What did Jacques’s friend give him to swim in the Mediterranean Sea? 

A pair of goggles.

3. Draw lines to match these sentences.

She loves to teach 

people

world’s oceans by the 
year 2030.

Sylvia hopes to protect 

30% of the in New Jersey, USA.

She was born 30th 

August 1935
about overfishing and 

pollution.

4. Circle true or false to show whether these sentences are correct.

Robert was part of a team to locate the RMS Titanic. True/False

Robert was born in New Jersey, USA. True/False

Robert and a team of engineers built a robotic sub. True/False

5. What is the name of the robotic sub that could send live video from the 
ocean floor?

Argo

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers
For thousands of years, people have been interested by the mysteries 
of the world’s oceans. Read on to find out about three explorers and 
their missions to discover beneath the waves. 

Sylvia Earle

Sylvia Earle is an American underwater photographer and 

explorer. She was born 30th August 1935 in New Jersey, USA. 

With a love of wildlife, Sylvia has written many books and 
taken part in a number of TV shows to teach people about 

overfishing and pollution in the world’s oceans.

She has led over 70 ocean missions, with more than 6,500 
hours underwater.

Sylvia’s hope is to protect 30% of the world’s oceans by the 
year 2030 by creating areas called ‘hope spots’ where marine 
wildlife is protected.

Jacques Cousteau

Jacques Cousteau was a famous photographer who studied the 

ocean. He was born 11th June 1910 in France. 

In 1933, after an awful accident which left Jacques with both 
his arms broken, Jacques swam in the Mediterranean Sea using 
a pair of goggles that his friend had given him.

Jacques invented the ‘aqua-lung’ that gave him the chance to 
breathe and swim freely under the ocean.

In 1948, Jacques was part of a mission in search of a Roman 
shipwreck. This was the beginning of exploring sunken ships.

To show people the places that had never been explored before, 
Jacques wrote a number of books and took part in films and TV 

shows which described his travels.

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Robert Ballard

Robert Ballard is an American ocean photographer and explorer. 

He was born 30th June 1942 in Kansas, USA. 

In 1980, Robert and a team of engineers built a robotic sub 
that could send live video from the ocean floor back up above 

sea level, the first of its kind. They called it ‘Argo’.

In 1985, Robert was part of a huge mission to find the RMS 
Titanic shipwreck, a ship that had been missing since 1912.

Robert has since found many other missing shipwrecks at 

the bottom of the world’s oceans. He has led over 120 ocean 
missions and has helped to design new submarine technology 

and underwater science.

Deep Sea Explorers

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers Questions
1. What did Jacques Cousteau invent? 

 

2. What does Sylvia Earle’s work aim to teach people? Tick one. 

   about new wildlife

   about women divers

   about overfishing and ocean pollution

3. Why do you think Sylvia named the created areas to protect marine 

wildlife ‘hope spots’? Explain your answer fully.      

 

 

 

4.  Find and copy a word that describes wild life that lives under water.

 

5. Circle true or false to show whether these sentences are correct.

Jacques was part of a mission in search of a Nordic ship. True/False

Sylvia’s hope is to protect 30% of the world’s oceans by 
the year 2030. True/False

Robert was part of a team to locate the RMS Titanic. True/False

6. Fill in the missing words. 

   Robert has since                                many other missing                                                                                 

   at the bottom of the world’s                               .

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy


Deep Sea Explorers Questions
1. What did Jacques Cousteau invent? 

the aqua-lung

2. What does Sylvia Earle’s work aim to teach people? Tick one. 

   about new wildlife

   about women divers

   about overfishing and ocean pollution

3. Why do you think Sylvia named the created areas to protect marine 

wildlife ‘hope spots’? Explain your answer fully.    

I think Sylvia named the areas ‘hope spots’ because they are areas 

that are protected by overfishing and pollution, giving hope to marine 
wildlife in those areas.

4. Find and copy a word that describes wild life that lives under water.

     marine

5. Circle true or false to show whether these sentences are correct.

Jacques was part of a mission in search of a Nordic ship. True/False

Sylvia’s hope is to protect 30% of the world’s oceans by 
the year 2030. True/False

Robert was part of a team to locate the RMS Titanic. True/False

6. Fill in the missing words. 

   Robert has since found many other missing shipwrecks at the bottom of       

   the world’s oceans.

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/literacy

