
Netherbrook Primary School   
Curriculum Topic Planning 2019-2020 

 Content and 
Objectives 

Topic Changes – Ways we can impact positively 
on our environment Term Spring Year group 3 

Art English History 
Sketching trees as modelled by online artists and 
through outdoor sketching with the use of clip 
boards. 
 
Van Gogh sunflowers inspired paintings. 
 
Tree collages 

 

Books (Films)  
 
The Lorax 
 
Wangari’s Trees of Peace – Reforestation 
 
Dear Greenpeace 
 
 
 

Comparisons of places in the world that have 
been altered for the better or worse over time 

Music Geography 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – song. Sing along and play 
basic ostinatos on percussion instruments to 
environmentally themed songs. 

 

See above – locating altered places using maps 
 

Use maps, Google Earth, etc. to identify the 
location of the world’s rainforests when exploring 
the impact of trees in changing our world for the 

better. 
 

Design and Technology ICT 
Emphasise the importance of reducing, reusing and 
recycling through model-making. 
 
An exploration of renewable energy: Create a 
‘wind-turbine’ that can lift a cup. Group 
competition 
 
 
 

 

Extended Writing 
 
Letter to the Lorax about ways that we intend to 
change our environment in a positive way. 
 
Write to Mr Rawlings requesting permission to 
plant tree on our school grounds 
 
Recounts on our tree-planting exploits 
 

 
 

Research on various ways of impacting positively 
on the environment.  

 
Installing Environmentally friendly websites such 

as Ecosia 
 
 

PE RE 



 
 

 Where does our energy come from? (Links to 
environmentally friendly energy sources) 

 
 
 
 

Persuasive letter to a politician or landowner about 
improving a specific place and not just exploiting it 
 
Stories based on the books/films above 
 
 
 

Explore the symbolism of light in religions: 
What do signs and symbols mean in religion? (Focus 
on light-oriented symbols in Judaism – the Menorah, 

etc.) 
How and why do Hindus celebrate Divali (festival of 

light)?  
What does it mean to belong to Sikhism? 

What do we know about Jesus, the ‘light of the 
world’? 

Science Global Dimensions 
Plants  
Exploring the parts of flowers and plants as a 
whole as well as the positive impact they have on 
the environment 
Carry out an investigation on the requirements of 
plants and how they affect plant growth. 
Exploration of plant life cycles 
 
Light 
Exploring sun safety in a changing climate 
 
Stand-alone lesson (Precursor to wind-turbine 
lesson) 
Pupils create electrical circuits to learn that 
electricity needs a source. That source can be 
harmful to the environment or not.  

Reading Comprehension (Guided Reading) 
 
Weekly comprehensions and domain explorations 
on texts outlined above 
 
All texts above lend themselves to questions on the 
author’s intentions and the themes explored. 
 

Learn about the ways that humans have changed 
their environment and impacted negatively on it. 

 
Discuss and devise ways of changing our 

environment for the better and learn how we 
should as responsible citizens. Plant trees, recycle 

in class/staff room, etc. 

Topic Maths (Shape, Space & Measure) Enrichment 
Measurement – recording plant growth over time, 
etc. 
Record weights of recyclable rubbish collected 
over a specific time frame. 
 
 
 

SPaG 
Refocus on skills that pupils need further 
consolidation on such as speech marks and higher-
level conjunctions. 
 
Prefixes and suffixes 

Nature spotting in Saltwells in Nature Reserve to 
realise the importance of such places 




